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Lobbying: Lesson Plan
Topic
Lobbying is trying to convince those in power to approve or eliminate particular
legislation. Anyone can lobby. Some people band together under particular
causes and form interest groups while other people are hired by groups or
corporations to lobby on their behalf. People can inﬂuence oﬃcials by gathering
facts and data, drafting legislation, or using money. Lobbying has hotly been
debated, but regulations have been rather lackluster.
Possible subjects/classes

Time needed

History, Government, Politics,
Philosophy

30-45 minutes

Video link:
https://academy4sc.org/topic/lobbying-lend-me-your-ear/
Objective: What will students know/be able to do at the end of class?
Students will be able to...
● Deﬁne lobbying.
● List the diﬀerent kinds of lobbyists.
● Explain the diﬀerent ways individuals can inﬂuence legislators.
Key Concepts & Vocabulary
Legislation, Representatives, Congress
Materials Needed
Student internet access (for optional perspective taking activity), Worksheet (for
optional activity)
Before you watch
Think-pair-share: How can you inﬂuence what legislature is passed? Consider
the local, state, and federal level.
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While you watch
1. What is lobbying?
2. Who can lobby?
3. What are two things people can use to inﬂuence elected oﬃcials to vote
particular ways?
After you watch/discussion questions
1. What are some interest groups you’ve heard of? Which ones do you think
hold the most sway?
2. Why do you think it can be diﬃcult to reform lobbying at the federal level?
3. What are some other ways people can lobby for change?
Activity Ideas
● Perspective Taking: Have students group up and take the perspective of a
particular interest group of their choosing. Give groups a few minutes to
pick their interest group and then ﬁnd the group’s member size and money
at their disposal. Then tell them to imagine a topical bill is introduced to
Congress. Taking into consideration the speciﬁcs of their interest group,
have each group brainstorm speciﬁc and eﬀective ways they could make
their collective voices heard.
● Activism: Have students work in partners or small groups and ﬁnd a
political issue they’re all passionate about. Allow each partnership/group to
research and ﬁnd any relevant legislation up for debate in their town,
county, or state. Each partnership/group should then make a list of ﬁve
speciﬁc ways they could lobby for or against this issue. Students should
then pick one method and take (or begin taking) necessary steps into
implementing it.
● Worksheet: Individually complete the Worksheet. Then discuss answers in
small groups.
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