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Tenth Amendment: Lesson Plan
Topic
The Tenth Amendment deﬁned a hard limit to the federal government's authority
to only what's granted by the Constitution. Any powers not granted would be kept
for the states or their people. There are several Supreme Court cases that have
expanded and constricted these rights, such as United States v. Darby Lumber Co.,
Printz v. United States, and Bond v. The United States.
Possible subjects/classes

Time needed

Government, Law, Civics, History

35-40 minutes

Video link:
https://academy4sc.org/video/tenth-amendment-this-right-is-reserved/
Objective: What will students know/be able to do at the end of class?
Students will be able to…
● Summarize the text of the Tenth Amendment.
● Identify the reasons for its passage as well as its current interpretation.
● Analyze the role of the Tenth Amendment in modern societal issues.
● Explain at least one relevant court case (past or current) that involved the
Tenth Amendment.
Key Concepts & Vocabulary
Bill of Rights, Necessary and Proper Clause, Commerce Clause, Federalism
Materials Needed
Worksheet, Student Internet Access (Case Analysis Activity)
Before you watch
Quick poll: Ask the class who has more power: the federal government or the
state governments? Have the students brieﬂy justify their answers.
While you watch
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1. Deﬁne the Tenth Amendment.
2. Name one other piece of the Constitution that often is tested against the
Tenth Amendment.
3. List one Supreme Court case that further deﬁned the Tenth Amendment.
After you watch/discussion questions
1. Who do you think should have more power, the national government or the
states? Defend your answer using historical examples.
2. How has the ideal role of the national government changed over time? How
do you think it’ll change in the future?
3. How might the power balance between the federal government and the
states be contradictory? Is it possible to achieve such a balance?
Activity Ideas
● Federalism Drawing: Have each student draw an illustration of federalism.
Their drawings can be as creative as the students want, but they should
depict the relationship between the federal and state governments.
● Case Analysis: In small groups, have students visit the following site:
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1991/91-543. After reviewing the case New York
v. United States, have the groups summarize the core question and the
Court ruling in their own words.
● Worksheet: Have students partner up to complete the Worksheet activity.
After all the partners have ﬁnished, go over the attached answer key as a
class.
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