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 Budget Reconciliation: Lesson Plan 

 Topic 

 Budget reconciliation is a process that a  llows Congress  to achieve a simple 
 majority of 51 votes to pass certain types of legislation. It was set up to allow 
 lawmakers to change policy on spending or taxes to keep the nation's budget in 
 line. 

 Possible subjects/classes  Time needed 

 Political Science, US History, US 
 Government, Social Studies 

 30-45 minutes 

 Video link: 

 https://academy4sc.org/video/budget-reconciliation-making-the-money-move/ 

 Objective:  What will students know/be able to do at  the end of class? 

 Students will be able to… 
 ●  Identify  what  the  budget  reconciliation  process  is  and  how  it  differs  from 

 the budget resolution. 
 ●  Discuss  why  Congress  passed  the  Congressional  Budget  Act  of  1974  and 

 how it shifted budgetary power in the US government. 
 ●  Explain  why  different  presidential  administrations  are  eager  to  utilize 

 budget reconciliation to achieve their legislative goals. 

 Key Concepts & Vocabulary 

 Budget resolution, debt ceiling, filibuster 

 Materials Needed 

 Computers, Worksheet, Pen and Paper 

 Before you watch 
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 Turn & Talk:  Have students turn to a partner and discuss  if they have ever set a 
 personal or family budget before. If so, what happens when they meet or fail to 
 meet that budget? 

 While you watch 

 1.  Which branch of the US government lost influence over the nation’s budget 
 after the Congressional Budget Act of 1974? 

 2.  How many votes are required to pass legislation under budget 
 reconciliation? 

 3.  What rule limits the type of bills allowed in the budget reconciliation 
 process? 

 4.  What major obstacle does the budget reconciliation process allow 
 lawmakers to circumvent? 

 After you watch/discussion questions 

 1.  Do you agree that legislation regarding the nation's budget should be given 
 the priorities provided under budget reconciliation? Why or why not? 

 2.  What are examples of legislation not qualified under budget reconciliation 
 that might be of similar importance to the country? 

 3.  What is an advantage and disadvantage of Congress having so much 
 control over the national budget? 

 Activity Ideas 

 ●  Have  students  break  into  groups  of  five.  Have  students  pick  a  piece  of 
 legislation  they  feel  passionate  about  and  want  passed.  Two  students  will 
 debate  for  and  two  students  debate  against  whether  the  legislation  can  be 
 included  in  budget  reconciliation.  The  fifth  student  in  each  group  will  serve 
 as  the  Senate  Parlimentarian  and  decide  whether  or  not  the  legislation 
 should  be  struck  down  via  the  Byrd  Rule.  Have  the  Senate  Parlimentarians 
 rotate  through  groups  and  evaluate  the  respective  arguments.  Bring  the 
 class  back  together  after  the  Senate  Parliamentarian  students  have  rotated 
 through all groups and discuss the results. 

 ●  Each  student  will  write  a  short  essay  on  whether  or  not  they  support  or 
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 disagree  with  the  budget  reconciliation  process.  Do  they  believe  it  should 
 be  expanded  to  allow  further  considerations  than  currently  allowed  under 
 the  Byrd  Rule?  Do  they  think  it  is  already  too  far-reaching  and  allows  for 
 unnecessary  fast-tracking  and  lack  of  compromise  on  important 
 legislation?  This  essay  can  also  be  formatted  as  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  a 
 local newspaper or an argumentative op-ed. 
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