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 Lawrence v. Texas: Lesson Plan 

 Topic 

 In 2003, the United States Supreme Court struck down a Texas law that banned 
 sodomy between same-sex individuals. This ruling overturned a decision that the 
 Court had made only 17 years prior. The majority ruled that, under the Due 
 Process Clause, same-sex couples had a right to engage in consensual sex 
 between two consenting adults. The case decriminalized sexual conduct between 
 two parties of the same-sex around the nation and was an important step to 
 legalizing same-sex marriage in the United States. 

 Possible subjects/classes  Time needed 

 ●  Social Studies 
 ●  History 
 ●  Constitutional Law 
 ●  Gender and Sexuality Studies 

 30-45 minutes 

 Video link: 

 https://academy4sc.org/video/lawrence-v-texas-2003/ 

 Objective:  What will students know/be able to do at  the end of class? 

 By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 
 ●  Explain the ruling of  Lawrence  . 
 ●  Identify the reasons that  Bowers  was overturned. 
 ●  Describe the facts of the case. 

 Key Concepts & Vocabulary 

 Sex and Sexuality, Marriage Equality 

 Materials Needed 

 Worksheet, Student internet access 

 Before you watch 

 Turn  &  Talk:  With  a  partner,  come  up  with  a  list  of  some  of  the  most  important 
 rights  gained  for  same-sex  couples  and  members  of  the  LGBTQ  community  with 
 which you are familiar. 
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 While you watch 

 1.  On what grounds did John Lawrence appeal the convictions in this case? 
 2.  Name the previous case that  Lawrence v Texas  overturned. 
 3.  Under  what  amendment  did  the  majority  of  the  Justices  on  the  Supreme 

 Court find the Texas law to be unconstitutional? 

 After you watch/discussion questions 

 1.  What is the connection between laws that govern consensual sexual 
 activity between adults and marriage? 

 2.  Is there a legal justification in this case that you found persuasive? 
 3.  Why do you think the history of anti-sodomy laws was foundational to 

 overturning  Bowers  ? 
 4.  What was the role of the right to privacy in this case? 

 Activity Ideas 

 ●  Beginning  with  Lawrence  ,  have  students  develop  a  timeline  for  how  LGBTQ 
 rights have evolved since 2003. 

 ●  Divide  the  students  up  among  the  different  cases  mentioned  in  the 
 majority’s decision and have each group present on the additional case. 

 ●  Have  students  individually  complete  the  Worksheet.  Then  debrief  in  small 
 groups. 

 Sources/places to learn more 

 1.  “Lawrence v. Texas.”  Oyez  .  www.oyez.org  , 
 https://www.oyez.org/cases/2002/02-102  . 

 2.  “Radiolab Presents: More Perfect - The Imperfect Plaintiffs | Radiolab.” 
 WNYC Studios  .  www.wnycstudios.org  , 
 https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab/articles/more-perfect-plai 
 ntiffs  . 

 3.  The Supreme Court . The Future of the Court . Landmark Cases . Lawrence v. 
 Texas (2003) | PBS  . 
 https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/future/landmark_lawrence.h 
 tml  . 
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